The History of Ridgeiand Airport

Asixty-nineaaeparceloﬂandonemﬂenorﬁmstofRidgehm.SmﬁhCamma,mmﬂdzasedbySanders
Jenness from J. Lee Dean on March 12, 1938. The property, vacant at the time, had previously been a
flower bulb farm. Shortly thereafter, a small group of aviaion enthusiasts approached Mr. Jenness

mmmmmmmmmmmmm. Mr. Jenness graciousiy agreed to this
request.

Soon, Mr. LD.W, Sr. purchased a two-place Aeronca Chief aircraft, bacoming the first to begin ﬂymg
from the new landing field.

SandafsJemmsju’umlmeU.S.Nawaswmwyllbegmwasamsmimemnpedywastrmsfeﬂedto
H.B. Garbade. A few years later in June, 1943, the newly organized Jasper County Aeronautics Commission
pummmammammmmmamminmmm One
was a 48 acre tract from H.B. Garbade and ancther from Y.C. Weathersbee of 28 acres. Together, the two

parcels totaled 76 acres and cost the County $4,850.

T@emﬁmﬁmmﬁdyhmﬂonhi%?ﬂnmkﬂmwwmm&m Herbert
: Mnl;ammmmmmmmwmwmmmmsmﬂ. Over 70 locaj
' pilots obtained their initial pilots licenses under the tutelage of Mr. Miller.

in 1960, the popularity of the airport attracted funding from the State of South Carofina. A paved and lighted
3,000 feet long by 70 feet wide runway was constructed and put into operation. During that same decade,
the training demands of the Viet Nam War brought the U.S. Ay to the Ridgeland Airport. Army helicopter
pilot training was frequently conducted there. After the war, U.S. Ammy Colonel Oscar C. Mack (Ret)
established a flying school at the airport. Mr. Mack operated his very successful fiying school for a number of

years prior fo his untimely death in 1998.
The tradition of grass-roots flight training begun by Mr. Miller and Mr. Mack continues today at Ridgeland
Aimﬁmmmgmmmmsmmammmmmmmamw
plane, having provided entry-level and advanced soaring training and flight operations to local enthusiasts for
the last 15 years. In addiion now, powered aircraft flight fraining is available from a new operation,
Lowcountry Aircraft Management.

Ridgeland All i i i i i i ir and inspection
Today the Acmnsalywml.mwmtyanpmtmmmanua&mr
sewiésmﬂabbbbnﬂw’sﬂﬁuaimaﬂmdhemmﬁmMythamaﬂMmﬂmethm. The

well-attended, annual “Race to Ridgeland”, a light plane fly-in conducted in May of;a:ch year, is;eh;ghlfgh:ho;
the flying year. Riigeland Airport is a co , public-use airport . Claude

Commissioner of the Jasper County Aeronautics Commission and the manager of the alrport.
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missioners.”, so that said section when so amended shall read ag

1oWws?
“4376. Sw afimediately after
qualifying meet™s of their number as

clerk who shall be subject tO 2 at any time at the discretion of
said county commissioners”,

approya¥by the Governor.

Approved the 4th day of Feb., 1949

(R27, $39) No, 12

AN ACT To Create The Jasper Couaty Aeronautic Commission;
To Provide For The Appointment And Terms Of Office Of The
Members Thereof And To Prescribe Their Duties And Powers;
To Provide That Said Commission May Acquire Property And
Rights Of Way By Grant, Gift, Donation, Purchase, Lease, Con-
demnation, "Or Otherwise; To Authorize Said Commission To
Lease Property And Rights Acquired By It And To Enter Into
Agreements Relative To The Establishment, Operation And
Maintenance Of An Air Port And Aeronautical Field In Jas-
per County; To Aunthorize Said Commission To Sell, Lease, Trade
And Exchange Property Acquired By It,

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina:

SECTION 1: Jasper County aeronautics commission-—appoint-
ment—terms—vacancy—pay—chairman.—There is hereby created
a Commission for and in behalf of Jasper County, known as “The
TJasper County Aeronautics Commission”’, which shall consist of three
(3) members who are residents of said County and who shall be ap-
pointed by the Governor of this State upon recommendation of the
Legislative Delegation from said County in the General Assembly
of this State. The terms of office of said members shall be two years;
PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that the terms of office of the initial
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members shall be as follows: one for one year, one for two years
and one for three years. The respective terms of office of said initial
members shall be specified by the Governor in making the appoint-
ments. All vacancies in the membership of said Commission shall be
filled by appointment for the unexpired term in like manner as ap-
pointments are made for the full term. Members of said Commis-
sion shall not receive any compensation for their services. Said mem-
bers shall from time to time select one of their number as chairman

of said Commission.

SECTION 2: Acquire and dispose of property——commission’s
powers cumulative.—The said Commission is hereby authorized and
empowered (2 acquire by grant, purchase, lease real property and
rights of way for air port and aeronautical purposes, and to so acquire
approaches and obstruction rights in the matter of air port and aero-
nautical purposes. Said Commission is further authorized and em-
powered to sell, lease, trade, convey and exchange property and
rights theretofore acquired for such purposes which in its opinion is
not needed for the purposes for which same were acquired. The
manner of acquiring property by condemnation as authorized in this
Act may be the same as is provided by law for the condemnation of
rights of way for road purposes by the State Highway Commission.
Said Commission is authorized and empowered to receive by gift
or donation monies and other property to be used by it in carrying
out the purposes of this Act. That the powers and authorities ex-
tended to said Commission under the provisions of this Act shall be
cumulative to and in addition to all powers and authorities said
Commission may have by virtue of the provisions of any other Act,
Statute or law,

SECTION 3: Contract with United States.—That said Commis-
sion is authorized and empowered to lease to the United States of
America or to any agency or any person or firm thereof any and all
of the property and rights acquired by said Commission under the
provisions of this Act, or under the provisions of any other Act,
statute or law. Said Commission is further authorized and empow-
ered to enter into agreements with the United States of America or
any agency or any person or firm thereof relative to the establish-
ment, operation and maintenance of an Air Port and Aeronautical
Field in said County. That all such leases and agreement shall be valid
and binding upon said Commission and said County.
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8ECTION 4: Operation, maintenance and control of airport.—
It is the intent of this legislation that the said Commission shall have
the right to promulgate any rules or regulations in connection with
the operation of the said air port. It is the further intention of this
legislation that the said Commission has the right to do anything
which in their discretion is proper relative to the operation, main-
tenance or control of the said air port.

SECTION &: Invalidity.—That if any Section, provision or clause
of this Act be declared unconstitutional, such validity shall not affect
any other Section, provision or clause.

BECTION G: Time effective.—This Act shall take effect upon its
approval by the Governor.

Approved the 4th day of Feb., 1949

(R29, H1052) No. 13

&\I ACT. To Amend Act = 661 Of The Acts Of The Gfneral
Assem Of South Carolina, 1948, Relating To The Opén Hunt-
ing SeasoX.For Deer, Squirrels, And Quail In Clarepon County
80 As To Extend The Time For Hunting Quaj¥’To February
15th, Inclusive." .

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assem
Carolina:

S8ECTION 1: Act 661 of\\ﬂis amerded—season hunt quail ex-
tended, Clarendon County.—ThatSection 1 of Act # 661 of the
Acts of the General Assembly of Xouth Carolina, 1948, entitled “An
Act to Fix the Time of the
rels, and Quail in Clarendg County”, Mg, and the same is hereby,
amended by striking out 4t the end of said>section “to February 1st,
inclusive” and insertigd in lieu thereof *‘to Fe uary 15th, inclusive”
so that said scctio

at the open scason for hunting gar
e as follows: open season for hunting
e from September 15th to January Ist, includ
hunting squirrel shall be from September 15th
st, inclusive; open season for hunting quail shall be ¥xom
Thdnksgiving Day to February 15th, inclusive.”

% of the State of South




